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Brissot often managed to get a majority against the extreme
members; but as they laboured in the committee of corre-
spondence, arid took far more pains than he and his friends
did to increase the power of the club, he was bound to be
beaten by them eventually. Robespierre, who had been elected
public accuser to the tribunal of the Seine, was the real hero
of the Jacobin Club; and though occasionally beaten by Brissot
and his friends in the evening debates, his wonderful industry
maintained his supremacy in the committees.

It will be seen, then, that the year 1791 closed very
gloomily for the court and for the king. The new Assembly
was more violently hostile to the monarchy, the nobility, and
the Catholic religion than the Constituent Assembly had been,
and little mercy was to be expected from it in a struggle.
The flight to Varennes had been the starting-point of a new
epoch in the history of the Revolution. The shortlived vigour
of Lafayette, on July 17, had been without effect, because the
provinces were still more advanced in ideas of revolution than
Paris itself, and had sent up deputies to the new Assembly
who would effectually undo the work of the revision of the
Constitution and destroy the effect of the example which
Lafayette had made with the full approbation of the Con-
stituent Assembly. It is as the expression of the concentrated
opinion of the provinces that the Legislative Assembly must
at first be regarded; and the fact that its most powerful
members had flocked to the Jacobins must be regarded as the
most convincing proof of the extended power of the club.
New elements had appeared among the Girondins and Jacobins
in the provinces; and if the king and his friends had been
unable to outwit or overcome the majority of the Constituent
Assembly, which was at heart sincerely attached to the prin-
ciple of monarchy, how could they expect that, weakened by
insult and regarded as a traitor for his flight to Varennes, he
could have succeeded against the new Assembly ? And more
important than the attitude of Assembly was the attitude of
Paris, for the advanced revolutionists of the city were now
entirely in harmony through the Jacobins with the provinces;